Renny Perez: fumigator educator

Pest professional Renny Perez’s passion for education is personified
at the University of Florida School of Structural Fumigation.
By Tacy Callies

R

enny Perez was in seventh grade when he began working in pest control. His first job included stocking
products and cleaning equipment and trucks for his
father’s company, Toro Pest Management, in New York
City. In high school, he worked as an assistant technician
performing cleanouts in restaurants at night and helping
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with residential and termite treatments on the weekends. In
1987, Perez moved to Miami to finish high school when Toro
opened its second location there.
“I saw the dedication and hard work it took to operate a
pest control business,” he says. “That’s when pest management became my passion, and from that point, I knew it

‘If you want to be good at what you
do, care about the people you work
with; but if you want to be great,
love them!’”
Philosophy: “The main purpose of
a person’s life is to learn as much
as possible and use that knowledge
to make a positive difference in as
many people as possible.”

that when he sweated, the beeper
would get wet and could electrocute
him. The beepers are gone, and so
is he.”

Best experience: “When a former
student shakes my hand and looks
straight into my eyes and says,
‘Thank you for making a difference
in my life! I can now be a better
provider for my family thanks to your
help.’ To me, that is worth more than
any financial compensation.”

Good ol’ boy: “Renny moves to the
beat of a different drum than a lot of
Miami guys,” says friend Sean Brantley. “He is a staunch Republican, a
pro-Second Amendment advocate,
an avid hunter and outdoorsman,
owns a 4x4 truck and slings mud
in it. Basically, Renny is a Cuban
redneck.”
Hobbies: Reading, hiking nature
trails, grilling

Funny memory: “I had a technician
many years ago that would turn off
his company beeper. He claimed

Favorite quote: “Adapt yourself to
the life you have been given; and
truly love the people with whom
destiny has surrounded you.” —
Marcus Aurelius

would become my lifelong career.”
Today Perez serves as Toro’s
technical director and shares responsibilities for administrative duties
and company planning. “My father
is still involved in the business, and
my older brother Alex is my partner.
Alex is the vice president and has
been working in the family business
for more than 34 years.” Because his
brother handles day-to-day operations, Perez can dedicate much of his
time to his second job as director of
the University of Florida (UF) School
of Structural Fumigation.
“I have a lot of good people working with me in both organizations,
which makes my jobs easier. Alex
is indispensable, and my wife is
also a great support. She puts up
with my long hours and travels away
from home.”
In addition to his positions at
Toro and UF, Perez has been a
managing partner for the past 11 years
at RA Consulting Services, which
does work for government and private
institutions. “Our expertise is in the
development of bid specifications for
integrated pest management (IPM),”
says Perez. “We design IPM plans
tailored to specific industries and
provide training to facility staff on
implementation of IPM principles.”
DEDICATED DIRECTOR
Perez says the UF School of Structural Fumigation is the only one of
its kind in the world. “It’s an intensive one-week training program that
involves classroom technical training
and hands-on field training. This
program is provided with the help of
more than 24 of the industry’s top
fumigation professionals.”
From 1991 to 1993, Perez was
assistant administrator of the fumigation school, under director Doug
Palmer. In 1993, Palmer retired and
recommended Perez as his replacement. “At the time, I was 23 years old.
I knew that a lot of responsibility was
riding on my shoulders, but I took the
challenge,” says Perez, who is celebrating his 20th anniversary as director.
“Doug explained to me the difference between a teacher and an
educator,” Perez says. “He said, ‘A
teacher tells you which answer you
have wrong and might give you what

“Renny was one of the first individuals to really influence my
tenure as chief of the Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control...
His passion for providing quality training was an important
factor in helping me decide how I wanted to improve the
industry through training and education...”
Mike Page, Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services
the correct answer should have been.
An educator is someone who takes
time to explain to you what the right
answer is and why.’ Doug is the main
reason why I give so much of my
time to the industry. I have strived to
follow Doug’s footsteps to positively
impact the lives of every student I
come in contact with. The fumigation
school has given me the ability to
improve the industry’s stewardship
and image not only with students
throughout the United States, but
throughout the world.”
Rudi Scheffrahn, University of
Florida professor of entomology, says,
“Renny Perez is passionate about
raising educational standards in the
profession. In so doing, he elevates the
credibility of the industry as a whole.
Renny is a great communicator and
consensus builder; he is affable and
builds rapport instantly. He should run
for governor.”
Sean Brantley, of Emory Brantley
and Sons Termite and Pest Control,
says Perez has truly poured himself
into the education of the fumigation
industry. “There was a time when
Broward Community College wasn’t
going to continue the School of
Structural Fumigation, but thanks to
Renny and all of his hard work, he
managed to put the school permanently at the University of Florida.
The school is 25 years old and continues to be a success under the direction
of Renny.”
“Renny was one of the first individuals to really influence my tenure
as chief of the Bureau of Entomology
and Pest Control,” says Mike Page of
the Florida Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services. “His passion
for providing quality training was an
important factor in helping me decide
how I wanted to improve the industry
through training and education, and I

was happy to follow his lead.”
Brantley says Renny’s greatest
strength is his ability to express
things in such a way that everyone
can understand them. “His uncanny
ability to mix humor, intelligence
and plain common sense are huge
assets to his effectiveness. Renny is a
generous and giving man who makes
everyone who knows him appreciate
that he would give them his shirt to
help them out.”
CONTRIBUTING TO
NATIONAL SECURITY
In addition to helping his students,
Perez has provided assistance to the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). He explains how the opportunity arose: “After the terrorist attacks
of 9/11 (September 11, 2001), the federal government contacted Scheffrahn
to research pest control products
that could kill anthrax. He discovered
that methyl bromide kills anthrax
spores. When an EPA official from
the National Decontamination Team
attended the fumigation school, I
had the opportunity to explain how
the pest management industry could
provide support based on our expertise, assets and unique set of skills.”
Perez was asked to put together a
support group consisting of a technical
team, operational team and distribution and logistics team. “We were
invited to the EPA Research Triangle
Park to determine how to best utilize
our decontamination capacity in the
event of a terrorist attack with use of a
biological agent. We have performed
two experimental exercises. The last
exercise yielded 100 percent kill of
the biological agent. Additional studies and exercises are ongoing. I am
proud to say that as an industry we can
contribute to the national security of
our country.”
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